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Presentation topic
Obligations, dates and processes for keepers and users of traction units in the German traction power network

Questions and panel discussion

Summary

Outlook



DB Energie GmbH is a subsidiary of DB AG
Facts and figures

7,172 GWh
of 16.7 Hz traction power 

and direct current

Around 180 
refuelling 

stations 
supply trains on non-

electrified lines

5,400 
stations
supplied with power, 
gas and heat

More than 

15,000 trains
supplied with 

electrical 
power every day 

7,956 
kilometres
of company-owned traction 
power network ensures a 
reliable power supply 

Over 2,100
employees 
working for more
sustainability
and efficiency

56 power plants,
RFC stations and SFC 

stations in use

1,847 
transformer 

stations
ensure the right voltage

Last modified: December 2024
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Countdown to 1 July 2026 - Part 1
Obligations, dates and processes for keepers and users of 
traction units in the German traction power network

22 October 2025 | Frankfurt am Main



Your speaker today from the traction power division

Stefan Sens
Communications Services Traction Power

Stefan Sens is an expert in the field of traction power 
communications services. 

As part of the changes coming into effect on 1 July 2026, 
his work focuses on practical process design and its 
implementation in practice.
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...what changes will apply to 
you from 1 July 2026.

...where we come from and 
what terms are relevant to 

you

...what obligations and dates 
you must observe as the 

keeper or user.

...how you can optimally 
prepare for the new 

processes.

After our session today, you will know…
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The pathway to the new network access model: starting point, 
challenges and objectives

2019 2022

Stipulation by BNetzA

• Assigns to vehicle keepers the 
responsibility for determining 
the correct allocation

Implementation period

• BNetzA allows approx. 4 years
• Implementation effort for all market partners (traction 

power network operators (TPNO), train operating 
companies (TOC), keepers, suppliers and metering 
point operators)

Consultation procedure of the 
German Federal Network 
Agency (BNetzA)

• Goal: Non-discriminatory 
processes that are suitable for 
mass business and more efficient

1 July 2026

Reorganisation of the network access model

• Objective: To speed up the reporting process, 
to determine energy consumption efficiently, to 
allocate users to traction units correctly
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Status quo | Vehicle keepers and users report their vehicle usage to the 
TPNO in the form of allocations and usage data

User

Metering 
point

operator
Vehicle keeper

Metered values

(energy, GPS)

R
oles of the 

T
O

C

Allocation report, usage data (train 
journeys, locations, vehicle 

deployments, crossing of the border)

(New) registration and 
deregistration of

vehicles

Supplier

TPNO

Comms SP

Keeper

DB Energie GmbH | Traction power supplier & Comms SP | Countdown to 1 July 2026 | 22 October 2025 7

Energy billing

Network usage 
billing



ANu-vEns³Energy billing

Complete and consistent user 
assignments (tEns – vEns)

Metered values

(energy, GPS)

R
oles of the 

T
O

C

NEW: Data exchange
between

ANu-vEns and
ANe-tEns

"Keeper" of the 
vehicle

"User" of vehicles

Usage data (train journeys, 
stabling, location sections, 

crossings of the border) 

(New) registration and 
deregistration of vehicles1

(1) Service must be performed by TOC itself           (2) Subscriber of technical collection point           (3) Subscriber of virtual collection point

Comms SP

Supplier

TPNO
ANe-tEns²

Network usage 
billing

Metering 
point

operator
Vehicle keeper

ANe-tEns

New market access model | Allocation is reported exclusively by ANe-
tEns
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ANe-tEns • Subscriber of the technical collection point
• Company that acts as the keeper of traction units towards the traction power network operator and concludes a 

network connection framework agreement (NARV)

ANu-vEns • Subscriber of the virtual collection point
• A company that, as a train operating company (TOC), provides traction services with traction units or, without 

being a TOC, independently provides traction services with traction units (transfer, workshop and shunting 
movements) as the keeper of traction units and is the final consumer of traction power within the meaning of the 
German Electricity Tax Act

Basic vEns • Allocation of energy quantities that are allocated to a tEns without a reported user allocation ("basic allocation")
• For each ANe-tEns one basic vEns is assigned

User vEns • Allocation of energy quantities of the ANu-vEns for the utilised tEns
• For each ANu-vEns, any number of vEns can be assigned on request

Catch vEns • Allocation of energy quantities of the ANu-vEns that are reported to the TPNO late after all due dates have expired
• For each ANu-vEns, one catch vEns is assigned
• For each pure ANe-tEns, one catch vEns is also assigned

Important terms
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Until 30.06.2026 From 01.07.2026 Impact

• Different types of virtual collection 
points for each TOC

• Allocation report is sent by ANe-tEns

• Final allocation by 10th working day 
after delivery day

• Permanent allocations possible in the 
traction power portal

• Manual entry of usage data only 
possible until the 17th working day 
after the delivery month

• One correction invoice per delivery 
month

• Substantial shortening of periods

• Prompt review of allocations and 
usage data necessary

• Increased coordination effort for all 
parties involved

• Temporary, parallel validity of old and 
new market access model 

• TOCs usually have a virtual collection 
point

• Allocation report is sent by the 
respective user of the vehicle

• Final allocation by 15th working day 
after delivery month

• Permanent allocations possible in the 
traction power portal

• Multiple correction invoices per 
delivery month are possible

The main changes to the new market access model
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ANe-tEns reports allocations of its tEns to vEns

• ANe-tEns stores its vehicles (tEns) for which it is the 
keeper in the traction power portal in accordance with 
NARV

• ANe-tEns receives notification from ANu-vEns about 
the vEns to be allocated

• ANe-tEns reports allocations of tEns to user vEns of 
ANu-vEns no later than 10 working days after the 
delivery day (practically 6-8 working days)

• TPNO forms allocations of user vEns to vehicles and 
allocates energy quantities

• Own use of vehicles by ANe-tEns must be actively 
reported to user vEns of the ANe-tEns

• Allocation of time periods without user allocation by 
TPNO to basic vEns of the ANe-tEns (no active 
management of basic vEns possible)

tEns tEns tEns

TPNO

forms

ANe-tEns

used

reports

User vEns User vEns Basic vEns

ANe-tEns

used

(own use)
ANu-vEns
(leasing)

(without active 
allocation 

report 
ANe-tEns)

allocation
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ANu-vEns reports the usage data to the 
traction power network operator (TPNO)

• ANu-vEns reports usage data to 
TPNO:  

• Vehicle operations (e.g. train 
journeys, stabling)

• Crossings of the border

• Location sections

• Reported usages must match the 
allocations reported by the ANe-
tEns - otherwise data will not be 
processed by the TPNO (no 
crossings of the border either!)tEns tEns tEns

TPNO Supplier

ANu-vEns

uses

allocation

supplies

invoices
reports
usages

allocates 
metered or 

substitute values User vEns
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The dates at a glance - current and new

3rd FM2nd FM1st FMLM

Delivery 
day (LT)

8 WT 
after LT

14 WT 
after LM

40 WT 
after LM

Actual usage data collection*
(for complete delivery month)

45 WT 
after LM

Usage data collection 
(rolling)

Billing 
supplier

Fixing & billing TPNO

Billing supplier

Billing TPNO

4th FM 5th FM

Correction 
billing 

supplier

Correction 
billing 
TPNO

N
O

W
N

EW

Usage data report (e.g. train journeys)

Last 
fixing 

Vehicle allocation 
report (rolling)

Correction 
billing 

supplier

Correction 
billing 
TPNO

93 WT 
after 
LM

98 WT 
after 
LM

Key: 

* incl. vehicle allocation report
LT - Delivery day
WT - Working day
FM - Following month
LM - Delivery month

20 WT 
after LM

10 WT 
after LT

Fixing

18 WT 
after LM

47 WT 
after 
LM

10 WT 
after LM

42 WT 
after 
LM
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Until 30.06.2026 From 01.07.2026 Impact

• Online portal of the TPNO "Master 
data management for keepers" for 
registration/change of 
keeper/deactivation

• Due date for registration: 7 working 
days before first allocation

• Due date for change of keeper: 5 
working days before first allocation by 
new keeper

• Allocation reports only possible for 
vehicles stored in the online portal by 
the ANe-tEns

• Topic remains time-critical in practice

• Consistent data maintenance required 
in the Comms SP (communications 
service provider) traction power portal 
and the TPNO online portal

• Registration / change of keeper / 
deactivation in manual process by e-
mail to the TPNO

• Annexes 2 a-c of the NARV

• Due date for registration and change 
of keeper: 10 working days before first 
use

Outlook | Keeper management - vehicle master data management as of 
1 July 2026 in the online portal of the traction power network operator 
(TPNO)
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Switch your traffic light to green - We show you what you should have 
done by 30 June 2026

A

B

C ANu-vEns

ANe-tEns

Contracts • Conclusion of network connection framework agreement and/or use 
agreement with TPNO

• Conclusion of energy supply contracts for all vEns

• Conclusion of communications service contract

• Checking and maintaining the vehicle master data at the TPNO -
Any necessary implementation of keeper changes and deactivations by 30 
June 2026

• Review of contract drafting with vehicle lessees ("vEns" required)

• Employee training on the new due dates and regulations as well as for the 
Comms SP traction power portal and the TPNO online portal 

• Review of contract drafting with vehicle sublessees, 
"vEns" required for transfer to ANe-tEns

• Employee training on the new due dates and regulations as well as for the 
Comms SP traction power portal

Task Status
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Any questions?

You are also welcome to send us your questions subsequently by e-mail to kodibahnstrom@deutschebahn.com.
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And this is how it continues for you
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1st date: 22 October 2025

Obligations, dates and processes for keepers and users 
of traction units in the German traction power 
network

3rd date: March 2026

The new traction power portal – changes, live 
demo and open Q&A session

2nd date: 21.01.2026

Non-regulated processes - technical and 
organisational implementation and practical 
examples of communications between traction 
unit keepers and lessees

4th date: June 2026
(alternative date)

The new traction power portal
- changes, live demo and
open Q&A session



So that we can respond more 
specifically to your requests at date 
2/3…

... please continue to fill in the questionnaire for the "prior knowledge enquiry“ 
on our event page.

Scan the QR code
now!
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Do you need to talk to us? 
Get in touch with the traction power experts!
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Felix Karr
Key Account Manager
Traction Power Sales

Stefan Sens
Traction Power Sales/ 

Communications Services

Patrick Betz
Senior Key Account 

Manager Traction Power



How did you like the first event 
on the topic today? 

• Was the information you received valuable to you?

• Have the important points been addressed?

• Were any topics missing?

Scan the QR code
now!
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Questions & answers

1. Will it be possible to report using the existing templates?

In principle, there will be no changes to the way in which reports (direct entry or upload) are made in the new traction power
portal. However, there will be slight adjustments to the report content. We will inform you in good time so that you can prepare
for this.

2. How is information exchanged in the case of subleasing?

In general, an exchange of information from lessee to lessor is planned. We will present detailed information at our event on 21
January 2026.

3. Who is liable to the energy supplier for the energy quantities?

The invoice recipient for the allocated energy quantities is always the customer whose virtual collection was reported for the
corresponding period by the keeper (ANe-tEns) as the user (ANu-vEns). Subsequent transfer of a claim is not possible.
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Questions & answers
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4. What options do I have as a user if I want to have the stored allocation of the keeper corrected or make a complaint?

There will be platform-based exchange of information on this topic in the traction power portal. In practice, however, it will
certainly also be necessary to engage in bilateral clarification. We will present detailed information at our event on 21 January
2026.

5. What will change for me in practice if I only use vehicles for which I am also registered as the keeper?

In this case, the allocation to your own user vEns must also be stored. The reporting of usage data remains basically unchanged.

6. How can we check whether the allocation is to a sublessee?

The traction power network operator (TPNO) sends the companies relevant status documents showing the current allocation. If 
the allocation is transferred to another company, time gaps arise in the company's own data, which can be recognised 
accordingly.



Questions & answers
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7. How many initial invoices will I receive per delivery month in future?

At DB Energie, you will continue to receive one delivery invoice per allocated vEns as an initial invoice.

8. Who is responsible for the allocation reports if a vehicle is undergoing an overhaul, for example?

The keeper of the vehicle is always responsible for the allocation report. Who is to receive the allocation and thus the billing for
energy costs incurred in the example case of an overhaul must be clarified internally.

9. As a user, what data do I have to report to the vehicle keeper?

The user's virtual collection point that is to be used for energy billing is required here. We also recommend clear documentation
of the relevant allocation periods.



Questions & answers
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10. How should vehicles that are used exclusively abroad be handled?

As soon as a vehicle is included in the list of available traction units of the traction power network operator, the keeper is
obliged to notify the TPNO. In this case, however, it may be sufficient for the keeper to file the correct location of the vehicle as
of 1 July 2026. If the user who moves the vehicle abroad also has a virtual collection point in Germany, we recommend
allocating the usage in practice.

11. What should be done with users who use the vehicles exclusively abroad and therefore have no virtual collection in
Germany, while a sublessee uses the vehicle in Germany?

By bilateral communication, it must be ensured that the user in Germany receives information about the keeper of the vehicle
registered with the TPNO, even if it does not have a direct contractual relationship with the keeper. It is up to the keeper to
decide whether it requires each of its contractual partners to have a virtual collection point. We will present detailed
information at our event on 21 January 2026.
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